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ON THE COVER: Dino, a
K-9 dog assigned to the
60the Security Forces
Squadron, uses ‘tunnel’ vision
to help him focus on the
upcoming competition in
Sacramento.

By Brig. Gen. Thomas P. Kane

60th Air Mobility Wing commander

I was out for a couple of days this week with laryngitis, but if I
can’t talk I can still write to give you a few thoughts about some
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead for Team Travis.

As many of you read in last week’s Tailwind, 150 of our people
will head to Savannah, Ga., Aug. 4 to join more than 450 others in
an Inspector General Exercise that runs through Aug. 9.  While
the exercise evaluates our ability to do our jobs, it adds the stress-
es and special demands of a hostile deployed environment — which
requires skills most of us, fortunately, do not need to use every day.

For their help in organizing an intensive training program that
allowed our exercise participants to brush up on the warfighting
skills, I’d like to thank the following people:  

� TSgt. Pete Cameron, TSgt. Tony Crawford, SSgt.
Harold Martin, SSgt. Nate Kidwell, A1C Kimberly Condry
and A1C Rosalie Buss, 60th Civil Engineer Squadron Readiness
Flight, and MSgt. Don Pierotti, 349th CES Readiness

�Capt. Scott Rider, 615th Air Mobility Operations Group
�MSgt. Eugene Bryan, 60th Medical Group
�SSgt. Leanna Rominger, 60th Security Forces Squadron
�SSgt. Mathew Davison and A1C Aaron Horton, 60th

Equipment Maintenance Squadron
�SSgt. David Jewell, 60th Operations Group
�SSgt. Joe Jackson, 60th Logistics Support Squadron
�SSgt. Colin Eilert, 660th Aircraft Generation Squadron
�SrA Dan McKnight and A1C Douglas Ropel, 60th CES

Explosive Ordnance Disposal Flight, and SSgt. Doug Baker,
EOD for 349th CES

�SrA Wendy Stewart, 60th Logistics Support Squadron
�Our 60th CES Power Pro Shop
Each of you did Team Travis a great service preparing our team

to shine for the evaluators, but, more importantly, you did our Air
Force a great service by giving our expeditionary airmen the
knowledge they need to operate and survive wherever America call
us.

Welcome to Lt. Col. (select) Kathy Hahn, who assumed com-
mand of the 60th Mission Support Squadron Tuesday.  Many new
faces have been added to the ranks of our squadron commanders
in the past few weeks; Maj. Hahn has the distinction of being the
newest commander on the block for the foreseeable future.  With
her leadership skills, technical expertise and the “big picture” per-
spective she gained as executive officer to the 15th Air Force com-
mander, I’m sure she’ll do great things for our personnel, family
support and education programs!

Last week, Colonel Swickard told you we had stepped up our
demand reduction program by directing urinalysis for green ID
card holders passing through our gates at selected hours.  He also
told you that two DUI’s had put us on an undesirable upward
trend, with four more DUI incidents than we had at this time last
year. 

One week later, we continued our policy of ensuring readiness
and enforcing a healthy climate for our airmen with dormitory
inspections and another round of urinalyses.  On the down side,
another poor decision has now put us at plus-five for DUI’s; with
five months remaining in the year, just five more DUI’s will put us
over last year’s total.

I know that decisions to use illegal substances or engage in the
irresponsible use of alcohol are personal decisions, and the individ-
ual is ultimately responsible.  But those decisions are not made in
a vacuum.  

People are influenced by what their friends and coworkers say
and do.  Often, we find that someone caught abusing drugs or alco-

hol was in the company of other people who wear our uniform.
My challenge to the vast majority of you who are doing the right

thing is to help those who seem unwilling or unable to help them-
selves.  Preventing someone who has been drinking from getting
behind the wheel of a vehicle, or urging a substance abuser to stop
their self-destruction and seek help, are not somebody else’s prob-
lem.  Get involved... intervene; your friendships, your offices and
our Air Force will be better for it.

Please also remember that, if you’re stuck without a sober dri-
ver, the base’s Dial-a-Ride program has proven very successful at
Travis.  Ask your orderly room, first sergeant or commander for a
Dial-a-Ride card to carry with you.  Call Fairfield Taxi (422-5555),
Yellow Cab of Vacaville (446-1144) or Yellow Cab of Sacramento
(916) 442-4696, and the wing will float you a loan for cab fare — no
questions asked, no names recorded.  However much you wind up
repaying us for the cab, it will be far less than you risked by get-
ting behind the wheel ... which ends with you, your commander,
first sergeant and supervisor coming to meet me and the command
chief.

While the Aug. 4 IGX is our next big test, I’d like you to mark a
second evaluation down on your calendars: our base appearance
inspection, Sept. 24-26.  

Our strategy going into this year’s inspection is as simple as it
is reasonable.  There will be no last-minute heroics, with the Team
Travis legions furiously laying mulch and pulling weeds right
before the inspectors roll in.  Instead, we want you to make respon-
sible use of the time you have between now and the inspection to
get us where we need to be.

To start you off, we’ve scheduled a Focus/Pride Day Aug. 2 that
will focus on major areas of concern like our Base Exchange, Com-
missary and dormitories.  After that, we’d like you to continue to
devote time to improving your workcenters, your yards and our
common areas through August and September.  The standards and
appearance in our neighborhoods is starting to slip: the parking
and common areas are weed-infested and trash-ridden.  With the
selection of neighborhood mayors, we will have another group that
helps me and our inspectors keep our housing standards where
they need to be.  Help me explain to our newest on-base residents
that our standards are high, and, if you have neighbors deployed
or on vacation, arrange to help them keep up their yards.  

Base appearance is not about doing well in inspections; it is
about maintaining a safe and enjoyable place to live and work.  A
good-looking base requires a team effort.  No matter how many
airmen we throw at the task of picking up trash, they won’t suc-
ceed unless the rest of you dispose of trash properly.  For every
weed they pull, there will be five that aren’t pulled if you just
choose to walk by them.  

Please do your part to keep Travis looking great.  If a base
reflects the quality of its people, Travis should blind the inspectors
come Sept. 24 — because no body shines brighter than the men
and women of America’s First Choice!

T.C. PPerkins/ Visual Information

Brig. Gen. Thomas P. Kane, 60th AMW commander, sits with the
children of CDC 3. As a class project, the children decided to write to the
President and to everyone’s surprise, Kane hand-delivered the return
letter and a photograph from President Bush.

Challenges,
opportunities

Team Travis
always ready

for road ahead
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Atlantis: The Lost
Empire
(PG)  FFriday && SSaturday, 77 pp.m.
AAnniimmaatteedd
Milo Thatch dreams of completing
the quest begun by his late grandfa-
ther — find the lost empire of Atlantis
— but when a long-lost journal sur-
faces, providing new clues to its
location, the action shifts into high
gear.  Milo leads Commander Rourke
and his team to the elusive undersea
kingdom.  (Action violence)  96 min

Swordfish
(R)  FFriday && SSaturday, 99:30 pp.m.
Starring: JJoohhnn TTrraavvoollttaa,, HHuugghh JJaacckk-
mmaann
Suspenseful action drama in which
Gabriel Shear, a charismatic and
dangerous CIA operative fed up with
American bureaucracy, uses sexy
associate Ginger to coerce a com-
puter hacker just released from
prison, to steal $9 billion from a DEA
slush fund.  (Violence, language and
some sexuality/nudity)  97 min

TRAVIS CINEMA

Movie schedules are subject to change after publication. 

For up-to-the-minute movie information, call 437-3855.

1x4 1x4

1x 2.5

Enhanced classes are open to all ID cardholders, but require an aerobic pass. Active duty military must pay for Enhanced class-
es, except during the Squadron PT class.  Yoga classes are $30 per month, all other classes are $20 per month, $10 for a half-
month or $3 per class. Passes can be purchased at the Exercise Center service counter. For more information, call 424-5680.

Life Skills classes are open to all ID cardholders, but require a separate fee for each activity. Active duty military must pay for
Life Skills classes The costs ranges from $25 to $30 per month. Activity passes can be purchased at the Exercise Center ser-
vice counter. For more information, call 424-5680.
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FITNESS CLASSES
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6 a.m.

7:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m.

5 p.m.

Core classes are free to all active duty members. Patrons with an aerobic pass may attend on a space available basis.

MMOONNDDAAYY

Aerobics

Aerobics

Aerobics 

TTUUEESSDDAAYY

Aerobics

Aerobics

Aerobics 

WWEEDDNNEESSDDAAYY

Aerobics

Aerobics

Aerobics 

TTHHUURRSSDDAAYY

Aerobics

Aerobics 

FFRRIIDDAAYY

Aerobics

Aerobics

Aerobics

Aerobics 

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY

7 a.m.
7:15 a.m.
8:45 a.m.

10:15 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

6 p.m.
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
8 p.m.

Squadron PT

Low-impact Step

Yoga
Fitness X-training
Fitness X-training

Senior Fitness

Squadron PT
Yoga

Cardio Kickboxing

Walking Club
Low-impact Step

Yoga
Fitness X-training
Fitness X-training

Squadron PT

Senior Fitness

Squadron PT
Yoga

Beginner Step
Fitness X-training

Fitness X-training
Intermediate Step 

E
N
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N
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D

5 p.m.

6 p.m.

7 p.m.

Tae Kwon Do

Youth
Kajukembo

Adult
Kajukembo

Tae Kwon Do

Adult
Tae Kwon Do

Kajukembo

Jr. Kung Fu
San Soo

Sr. Kung Fu
San Soo

Tae Kwon Do

Adult
Tae Kwon Do

Jr. Kung Fu
San Soo

Sr. Kung Fu
San Soo

Submission of a
story or brief does

NOT guarantee pub-
lication. For more

information, call the
Tailwind at 
424-2011. 

SSaavviinnggss
BBoonnddss

Did you know that

U.S. Savings Bond

information is avail-

able on the Internet?

The address is

www.publicdebt.

treas.gov. Find out

about maturity peri-

ods, tax benefits and

the values of your

Savings Bonds.

Volunteer training
The Fitness Center will be

conducting a Volunteer Train-
ing Class Aug. 15 from 6 to 9
p.m. in the Exercise Center,
Bldg. 230.  The class will
cover basic anatomy, workout
principals, aerobic condition-
ing, nutrition, sports and fit-
ness programs, equipment
demonstrations, basic policies
and Fitness Center proce-
dures.  Volunteer positions
currently available at the Fit-
ness Center are: fitness moni-
tor, counter attendant and
special events workers.  Vol-
unteer applications can be
picked up at the Fitness Cen-
ter.  For more information,
call 424-2008.

Golf tournament
The 6th Annual Air Force

Sergeants Association Golf
Tournament is scheduled for
Aug. 31.  The tournament is a
four-person select-shot format
and show time for registra-
tion is between 11 a.m. and
12:45 p.m.  Registration is
$45, which includes greens
fees and power cart.  A
putting contest is scheduled
to start at 11:30 a.m. and is
being sponsored by BLADES,
a local golf shop.  Roy Vallari-
no from BLADES has donat-

ed two custom putters as
prizes for that contest.  Lithia
Toyota of Vacaville is sponsor-
ing the hole-in-one prize — a
2001 Toyota Tacoma Pre-run-
ner.  Prizes start at $400 for
the 1st place team.  There
will be a long drive, closest to
the hole, straight drive and in
the circle contest.  Proceeds
will be used throughout the
year for charitable work in
and around Travis.

Varsity soccer
Travis Varsity practice is

currently being held Tues-
days and Thursdays at the
soccer field next to Outdoor
Recreation from 5:30 to 7:30
p.m.  All Travis personnel are
welcome to attend.  For more
information, contact coach
Paul Schoep at 424-0713 or
the varsity director, Amanda
Saroglou at 424-2085.

AF Marathon
Runners have until Sept. 5

to register for the 5th Annual
Air Force Marathon sched-
uled for Sept. 22 at 6:30 a.m.
at Wright-Patterson AFB,
Ohio.  Cost for the individual
and wheelchair categories is
$45, the marathon team cate-
gory is $225, and the relay
team category is $160.

To register on-line, runners
can log onto AFM’s Web site
at afmarathon.wpafb. af.mil.  A

confirmation e-mail will be
sent to those who supply a
return e-mail address.  To
enter by mail, print an appli-
cation from the Web site and
send it before Sept. 5.

Confirmation cards will be
mailed once the entry is
received by the AFM office.
Applicants may also call (800)
467-1823 to confirm race reg-
istration.  The AFM site also
provides runners with infor-
mation regarding race rules,
hotel accommodations, special
airfare rates, training tips
and much more.  All regis-
tered runners will receive an
AFM T-shirt and patch.
Shirts and patches will only
be mailed to the runners if
they provide a 9-inch by 11-
inch, self- addressed padded
envelope with $3.50 postage
affixed.  All runners who fin-
ish the race will receive a
unique AFM medallion.

TKD promotions
The following students of

the Excercise Center’s Tae
Kwon Do program were pro-
moted recently.  Melody
Morosin, promoted to 3rd
Gup; Daniel Caragan, pro-
moted to 5th Gup; Joe Druc-
tor and Matthew McLaugh-
lin, promoted to 7th Gup; and
Michael Morosin and Richard
Mclaughlin, promoted to 8th
Gup.

SPORTS  SHORTS
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By Capt. Tadd Sholtis
60th Amw Public Affairs

O.K., let’s be honest.  Of the
8,364 fans who came to Sacra-
mento’s  ARCO Arena July 19
where they watched the home-
town heroines of the WNBA,
the Monarchs, fall to the visit-
ing L.A. Sparks, 83-68 a certain
percentage left before the Travis
Lady Hawks took on Beale
AFB’s varsity women’s basket-
ball team.  A certain percentage
being defined as all but a few
dozen Monarchs autograph
seekers and die-hard military
hoops fans.

The true believers who stuck
behind, though, got to see bas-
ketball’s version of “Field of
Dreams,” with the Travis and
Beale women playing on the
same hardwood where Chris
Webber, Vlade Divac, Yolanda
Griffith, Ticha Penicheiro and
Ruthie Bolton-Holifield show-
case their talents to the thun-
dering soundtrack of the sport’s
loudest fans. 

The post-game exhibition
came courtesy of Maloof Enter-
tainment, owners of the Mon-
archs and Sacramento Kings,
which hosted the company’s
first Air Force appreciation
event during the Thursday
night game.  Before the pros
tipped off, former 60th Opera-
tions Group deputy commander
Lt. Col. Jennifer Pickett swore
in 25 Air Force recruits.  The
9th Air Refueling Squadron’s
SrA Nico Ellison then provoked
three bursts of applause from
the crowd before reaching the

final note of the National
Anthem, backed by the Travis
Elite Honor Guard.

Though Ellison’s crowd and
the ESPN cameras had dis-
persed by the time Travis and
Beale took the court, the next
32 minutes were something the
women who lived them won’t
soon forget.

Travis drew first blood when
Shonda Robertson converted a
steal into an easy lay-up at the
opposite end of the court.  Beale
then put the Lady Hawks on
notice that they came to play:
spark plug guard Melissa Turn-
er shook up Travis’ Dede Sim-
mons on a drive to the basket,
and Denica Cole’s three-pointer
gave Beale the lead.

Strong offensive board play
by Sylvia Jones brought Travis
within 4 at the end of the first
period, but Beale returned
strong with its own rebound
lay-up from Nov Mann and a
fast-break jumper from Heather
Forester.  Maryann Johnson,
Travis’ towering center, showed
she could master the long ball
as well as the boards with a
fade-away from the top of the
key that brought Travis to with-
in 8 at the half.

When second-half action
began, it looked like the Lady
Hawks were going to need their
bus driving licenses so they
could take Beale to school.
Johnson had a strong drive to
the hoop, and Bernadine Durga
quickly added a tre to bring
Travis within 3.  But two bas-
kets by Beale’s Cole and a dish
from Mann to Trisha Almond
put the Air Combat Command

base up by 9 heading into the
final quarter of play.

The Globetrotters of Global
Reach weren’t going to lay down
for their California rivals,
though.  Despite a late-game
offensive surge from Beale’s
Almond and Diana Martinez, a
turnaround jumper from John-
son and a lay-up by Robertson
with an assist from Janet Wood
pulled Travis within 7.

Some flashy dribbling by
Turner kept the ball out of
Travis’ hands, although Beale
couldn’t seem to convert the
WNBA-worthy ball handling
into a basket.  Striking from
way downtown, Wood dramati-
cally emphasized that the name
of the game is putting the ball
in the net, but time expired
with the Lady Hawks down 22
to 26.

“We had to put this team
together quick to play here,”
Travis coach Don Little said
after the game.  “We went out
there with no practice but a lot
of heart.  I think we’ve got the
talent to have a good team if
our ladies put in the work.”

Travis fans interested in tick-
ets for the Monarchs or other
Northern California teams
should contact the Information,
Tickets and Tours office at 424-
0970.  The next major Travis-
supported event will be Aug. 17,
when the San Francisco Giants
square off against the Atlanta
Braves at PacBell Park.  Tick-
ets are $11 at ITT.  For more
information about Travis’ sports
relations program, call TSgt.
Scott King of Travis Public
Affairs at 424-0140.

Beale takes Lady Hawks to hoop at ARCO

((AAbboovvee)), Maryann
Johnson, number
25 for the Lady
Hawks, successfully
recovers a rebound
against Beale’s
lady’s varsity
basketball team at
ARCO Arena in
Sacramento.  The
game marked the
first time either
team had the
opportunity to play
on a WNBA court.
((LLeefftt)), Lady Hawk’s
Janet Woodsbreaks
away from a Beale
player.  Beale would
prevail in the game,
however, defeating
the Lady Hawks 26-
22.

Audrey QQuillen / Visual Information

60th Services Squadron

Seven Travis youths will soon
receive nearly $2,000 in scholarship
money after competing in the Cali-
fornia State Young American Bowl-
ing Alliance Coca-Cola Youth District
and State Championships.

Savannah Perry is the top money
winner from Travis in the state
finals’ Girls 12 to 21 Handicap divi-
sion, held in Vista, Calif., in May.
She placed third and will receive a
$725 scholarship award for her score
of 1,358. Samantha Prill, who
bowled in the same category, placed
11th  with a score of 1,301 and won
$125.

Tenth-place finisher Robert
Strecker will be awarded a $200
scholarship prize in the tourna-
ment’s Boys 12 to 21 Handicap divi-
sion with a score of 1,354.

Scholarship winners in the Dis-
trict Finals in the Boys 11 and under

division held in Lakeport, Calif., in
March was third-place finisher Tory
Braxton who will get $140, and
Robert De Hart, who will receive $90
with his fifth-place finish. 

District Finals scholarship win-
ners in the Girls 11 and under divi-
sion were second-place Vanessa
Rodriquez, who will get $130, and
fourth-place finisher Khristine
Behney will receive $105.

Other Travis youth who placed in
the top 15 of the district finals in the
Boys 11 and under division were
Blake Larios, Dirk and Drake Valle,
Austin Bryson and Christopher
Swanson. Top 15 finishers in the
tournament’s Girls 11 and under
division were Brittani Waddington
and Eryn Rusch.

The California State YABA bowl-
ing program has awarded more than
$40,000 in scholarships to more than
260 youth this year.

60th Services Squadron
Even though the summer leagues are in

full swing, it’s not too early to sign-up for
winter leagues beginning in late August.

Winter league meetings are:
Sunday.  Mixed Handicap 4s at 7 p.m.

Aug. 26. Starts at 7 p.m. Sept. 9.
Monday. Seniors Mixed Handicap Dou-

bles at 1 p.m. Aug. 27. Starts at 1 p.m. Sept.
10. Mixed Handicap 4s begins at 6 p.m.
Sept. 10. Junior and active duty Family
Affair at Marine World begins in October.

Tuesday. Military Wives Handicap Trios
at 9:30 a.m. Aug. 28. Starts at 9:30 a.m.
Sept. 4. Travis Officers League Mixed 4s
meets at 6 p.m. Sept. 4 at the Delta Breeze
Club. Starts at 7 p.m. Sept. 4. Travis Clas-
sic Scratch 4s at 6:30 p.m. Aug. 21. Starts
at 7 p.m. Sept. 4. Travis Ladies Scratch
Trios at 7 p.m. Aug. 23. Starts at 6:30 p.m.
Sept. 4.

Wednesday. David Grant Medical Cen-
ter Mixed Handicap 4s at noon July 27 at
DGMC. Starts at 6 p.m. Sept. 5. Wednesday

Night Mixed Doubles Handicap 4s at 6:15
p.m. Aug. 22. Starts at 6:15 p.m. Sept. 5.

Thursday. Little two-and-a-half Ladies
Handicap Trios at 9:30 a.m. Aug. 30. Starts
at 9:30 a.m. Sept. 6. Youth Have-A-Ball.
Meeting time and start date to be
announced. Intramural Mixed Handicap 5s
at 1:30 p.m. Aug. 23 at the Travis Confer-
ence Center. Starts at 5:45 p.m. Sept. 6.
Reno Super Bowl Mixed Handicap 4s. Time
and start date to be announced.

Friday. Guy’s ‘n Dolls Mixed Handicap
4s at 7 p.m. Aug. 17 at the Travis Confer-
ence Center. Starts at 6:15 p.m. Sept. 7.

Saturday. Bumper Buddies/Peewees for
ages 3 to 7, Bantam/Prep for 6 to 11 and
Junior/Senior for 12 to 21. Registration for
these divisions will be from 9 a.m. to noon
Sept. 8 and will start play at 10 a.m. Sept.
15. Each youth registrant will receive three
free lines of bowling on registration day.

For more information, call the Bowling
Center Operations Coordinator Helen Stin-
son at 424-4737.

Travis youths bowl for scholarships Bowling Center winter league meetings
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By SSgt. Ryan Labadens
926th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

Coming from the humid swamps sur-
rounding New Orleans, La., to the wind-
swept terrain of Fairfield, Calif., was quite
a change for members of the 926th Fighter
Wing’s Civil Engineers Squadron, an Air
Force Reserve unit stationed at Naval Air
Station Joint Reserve Base, La. The work

that many of the 926th CES troops performed at
Travis, was also quite a change from the work they
perform at the NAS JRB back home.

More than 40 members of the 926th CES labored
from July 7 to 20. While here, the 926th crew worked
on three separate projects: gutting and re-roofing a
section of the 60th Civil Engineer Squadron Horizon-
tal Shop, replacing four heating units on top of the
building belonging to the Air Force Band of the Gold-
en West with four new heating and air conditioning
units, and running more than 86,000 feet of high-
voltage cable underground from substation C (across
from base housing by the Main Gate) to substation A
(just behind Travis Bowl).

If you saw those big, white trailers with the three
huge spools of cable and one spool of ground wire,
and a bunch of CES troops popping in and out of
manholes along Travis Avenue, then you saw the
cable-running, cable-splicing job the 926th CES crew
and base civil service workers have been pulling at
Travis.

“This was absolutely essential training we cannot
get back home,” said SMSgt. Gerald Prine, 926th
CES electrical superintendent. “The idea (behind the
project) is to divide the power grid so the housing
area may be isolated in smaller sections away from
the base operations area.”

Essentially, the reason the 926th ran and spliced
all of that cable was to help redistribute the electrical
load that is divided between the three Travis substa-
tions.

“Theoretically, one substation could go out, and the
other two could still supply enough power for what-
ever the other substation was feeding,” said SMSgt.
Ricky Spencer, 926th CES heavy equipment operator.

The 926th troops helped base civil service workers
and members from the 60th CES remove four heat-
ing units by crane and then install the new heating
and air conditioning units. The 926th team also ran
the wiring and the gas lines from the building to the
new units. The main thing left to be done before the
units can be switched on is to connect sheet metal
from the building’s ductwork to the units themselves.

Over at the 60th CES Horizontal Shop, 926th
members made a ruckus, both tearing out the interi-
or and tearing down the old, flat roof of a small sec-
tion at the rear of the building. After clearing away
the debris, the 926th covered the section with a new,
pitched roof and built an overhang for the porch. The
section itself will eventually be converted into a small
workout room.

Lt. Col. Rodney Roberts, 926th CES commander
and the deputy base civil engineer at Columbus AFB,
Miss., understands the importance of the work and
training the 926th civil engineers performed at
Travis.

“Virtually every individual has had an opportunity
to work within their career fields with their active-
duty counterparts,” said Roberts.

“The spirit of cooperation between the 60th CES
and the 926th has been superb. Could not have been
better,” said Maj. Frank Fromherz II, 926th CES
operations officer.

Members of the 926th departed Travis July 20,
returning home to New Orleans.

SSgt. RRyan LLabadens/926th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

((LLeefftt)) SrA Dalvin Green, 926th Civil Engineer Squadron utilities system repairman, tightens a screw on a support beam for a
new overhang on a back section of the 60th CES's Horizontal Shop. ((AAbboovvee)) TSgt. Douglas Dooley  926th CES power
production repairman, and TSgt. Reginald Beaco , 926th CES electrical systems repairman, assemble a safety device designed
to pull injured airmen out of manholes.

New Orleans Reserve
helps electrify Travis

SSgt. RRyan LLabadens/926th Fighter Wing Public Affairs

TSgt. Alfred Cain (right) and MSgt. Conrad Cosey, 926th CES
Heating, Ventilation and air conditioning repairmen, hook
cables to an old heating unit. The unit accomplished several
projects during its stay at Travis.
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Security training
Security managers orientation

training is scheduled for today from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Bldg. 379. 
It is a requirement for every new
security manager complete this
training within 90 days of the date
they were appointed. 

Power outage
A power outage is scheduled for

Sunday between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m.
Buildings being affected are: 21,
549, 570, 571, 575 and the Armed
Forces Bank. For more informa-
tion, contact Linda Banfield at 424-
5507. 

Hispanic Heritage
The Travis Hispanic Heritage

Council will be holding its monthly
meeting at the Travis Conference
Center Monday at 3 p.m. For more
information call 424-2449 or 424-
1926.

The Hispanic Heritage Council
is also looking for children between
the ages of six and 12 to form a
youth folklore dance team. The
team will perform during National
Hispanic Heritage Month. Anyone
who would like to help teach dur-
ing practice sessions should contact
MSgt. Jose Fuentes at 424-4801.

Distance learning fair
The Education Center is hosting

a distance learning fair Aug. 13
and 14 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. Rep-
resentatives from major institu-
tions of higher learning are sched-
uled to be on hand to answer ques-
tions about non-traditional under-
graduate and graduate degree pro-
grams. For more information, con-
tact TSgt. Hugh Wesley at 424-
1731.

Pharmacy volunteers
The David Grant Medical Cen-

ter pharmacy is looking for volun-
teers. Hours are flexible.  For more
information, call 423-7109.

Volunteers needed
Volunteers are needed for the

Fisher House classic golf tourna-
ment Aug. 6. The Fisher House
also needs volunteers during the
Tomato Festival Aug. 18 and 19.
For more information, contact 423-
7550.

PME Instructors
The Airman Leadership School

at Travis is looking for highly moti-
vated staff sergeants who are ener-
getic and ready for an exciting and
challenging position as an Airman
Leadership School flight instructor.
For more information, contact
MSgt. Bruce Heinzen at 424-4557.

NEWS NOTES PRIZE
PATROL

✔ The ATWIND Prize Patrol
will be at the Pizzeria ffrom 55
to 77 pp.m. ttoday. Prizes
include a millennium edition
Coca-Cola light, a $10
Sprint PhoneCard, $50 in
Services coupons, free oil

changes from Ron DuPratt Ford
in Dixon and a case of Classic Coke. Enjoy the

All-U-Care-To-Eat Buffet from 5 to 8 p.m. and
earn a game piece.

✔ The ATWIND Prize Patrol will be at the Delta BBreeze
Club ffrom 55 tto 77 pp.m. AAug. 33. Prizes include a pro-
grammable thermostat from Trane, $10 Sprint
PhoneCard, $50 in Services coupons, free oil
changes from Ron DuPratt Ford in Dixon, and a case
of Classic Coke. Everyone who stops by for the Fri-
day Night Super Social Hour gets an ATWIND game
piece.

MONDAY
✔ Eat lunch at Gatsby’s Grill at

the Cypress Lakes Golf
Course. 

✔ Each paid golfing participant
at Cypress Lakes Golf Course
earns one game piece.

✔ All day, any purchase at the
Pizzeria.

TUESDAY
✔ Lunch at the Bowling Center
✔ Attend storytime at 9:30 a.m.

at Mitchell Memorial Library. 
✔ Try your skills on the climbing

wall at Outdoor Rec.
✔ Workout at either the Fitness

Center or Exercise Center.
✔ Participate in a water aero-

bics class at the Base Pool
and earn a game piece.

WEDNESDAY 
✔ Lunch at the Pizzeria.
✔ Play Wednesday night bingo

at the Delta Breeze Club.
✔ Bring a friend to Karaoke

night at the Delta Breeze Club
and each participant earns
one game piece. 

✔ Authorized youth 17 or
younger can golf for $5 at
Cypress Lakes Golf Course.

✔ All day, any purchase at
Cypress Lakes.

THURSDAY
✔ Eat lunch at the Delta Breeze

Club.
✔ Check out one or more books

at the Mitchell Memorial
Library. Participants must be
present to earn game piece.

✔ Participate in an aerobics
class at Exercise Center.

✔ All day, any purchase at
Bowling Center.

FRIDAY
✔ Eat lunch at the Sierra Inn or

Golden Hills.
✔ Eat dinner at Mike’s Place,

Travis Sailing Center
✔ Go skating at the Skating

Rink.
✔ All day,  any purchase at Delta

Breeze Club.

SATURDAY
✔ “Traditions” night dining at

the Delta Breeze Club.
✔ Each paid youth, age 17 or

younger, who bowls at the
Bowling Center.

✔ Each paid swimmer at the
Base Pool earns a game piece.

✔ Each paid user of the Auto
Hobby Shop, Frame Shop or
Wood Shop earns a game
piece.

SUNDAY
✔ Eat Sunday Brunch at the

Delta Breeze Club.

PLAY ATWIND EVERYDAY
Participate in these activities and receive one
ATWIND game piece.

9999-0011-111
Everybody can register this introductory
game piece number at www.atwind.com
or by calling (888) 597-9960.

Bonus days
Extra chances to get ATWIND
game pieces, win more prizes

Stephen PPierce /60th Services Squadron

As of Tuesday, Travis AFB reached 24 percent of its minimum ATWIND goal of 13,433
people playing the game. WINNING TIP: Only registered game pieces can win prizes!

ATWIND Participation Meter

Get Into It! Each game piece registered puts someone at Travis one step closer
to winning their choice of a Ford Focus, Escape or Ranger. In the last two years of the
Around the World in Ninety Days game, someone at Travis has won a vehicle.  To be eli-
gible for the grand prize drawing, travel around the world by entering 17 game pieces.

60th Services Squadron

The mighty hand of Air Mobility
Command swooped down this
week to add four bonus ATWIND
days — giving people at Travis
more chances to get game pieces
and prizes.

Bonus days in the Around the
World in Ninety Days virtual trav-
el game are:

Monday: Any purchase at the
Pizzeria.

Wednesday: Any purchase at
Cypress Lakes Golf Course.

Thursday: Any purchase at the
Bowling Center

Friday: Any purchase at the
Delta Breeze Club.

The only string attached to
these bonus days is the customer
must make a purchase. However,
the purchase can be for lunch, din-
ner or any service these facilities
offer.

AMC ATWIND officials also
added a photo contest to the mix of
ways people can win prizes. All
they have to do is send in any
photo that depicts any aspect of

ATWIND — from winning prizes
to ways they are earning them.

Send digital photos in “.jpg” for-
mat to atwind@scott.af.mil. Eligible
photos will be posted on the
ATWIND website. Winning photos
will be announced in early Sep-
tember. 

Cash awards will be given for
the top three photos: $500 for first
place, $250 for second place and
$100 for third place.

For more information about the
ATWIND photo contest, click on
www.atwind.com.

ATWIND players can also get
extra game pieces if they buy two
12-packs, two 20-ounce bottles or
four fountain drinks of any Coke
product. Purchases must be made
at any AAFES, Commissary or
Services facility. Just present your
receipt, or a combination of
receipts, at the Bowling Center to
get the game pieces. 

For more information about
ATWIND activities at Travis, click
on www.60thServices.com or call
424-5470.
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Imagine you have a final
exam and the test can be on
anything.  What do you study
for ...  everything?  That’s the
challenge the 815th Air Mobili-
ty Squadron faces. We must be
ready to meet a wide array of
missions or crises on a
moment’s notice. 

We must be prepared,
whether it is humanitarian
relief, presidential support or a
contingency operation. We have
to operate in any climate: arctic,
desert or tropical — it does not
matter. The men and women of
the 815th take on this challenge
with great vigor and profession-
alism.     

Lt. Col. David Young, a C-5
pilot, commands the unit. It is
one of three Air Mobility
Squadrons, along with the
615th Air Mobility Operations
Squadron, that make up the
615th Air Mobility Operations
Group. It is comprised of 132

personnel from more than 30
diverse career fields. This diver-
sity allows the unit to complete
its many missions around the
globe.  The primary specialties
are aircrew, command and con-
trol, aircraft maintenance and
aerial port. This structure pro-
vides the nation with the flexi-
bility to task one unit to com-
plete Air Mobility Command’s
Global Reach Laydown mission.  

The unit prides itself on its
high morale, teamwork and
unit cohesion. A strong symbol
of this is the 6-foot Golden
Knight “Kilroy” who greets visi-
tors to the unit.  

James Kilroy, a shipyard
inspector, started the legend of
Kilroy inadvertently during
WWII. He used the logo “Kilroy
Was Here” to indicate his
inspection was complete. To the
outbound troops on those ships,
the logo was a complete mys-
tery; all they knew was that
Kilroy had been there first. As a
joke, they began placing the
logo wherever they landed,
claiming it was already there
when they arrived. 

Kilroy became the U.S.

super-GI who had always
“already been” where GIs went.  

During the last year, the
815th deployed to 21 countries
in support of AMC’s mission. It
is an exciting and challenging
operations tempo, but it’s not
over-burdening. The average
TDY rate has been less than
100 days per year with the
average single-TDY length less
than 15 days. The unit’s most
recent deployment was to Cold
Lake, Canada, in support of
Exercise Maple Flag 34, a joint
multi-national fighter employ-
ment exercise involving 18
nations. The team supported
more than 50 planned sorties
and the delivery of more than
730 tons of cargo and 2,000 pas-
sengers.  

“The exercise provides the
Canadian forces a powerful les-
son in mobility operations while
at the same time educating our
airmen on combined forces
operations,” said TSgt. Doug
Larned, mission support team
chief. A Team Travis C-5 air-
craft transported the team and
its equipment to and from
Canada. In fact, on the return

trip Col. Richard Devereaux,
615th Air Mobility Operations
Group commander, piloted the
aircraft. 

Although we are “mobility
warriors” at heart, we also sup-
port Team Travis maintenance
and aerial port operations daily.  

Unit personnel not only serve
their country in uniform but
serve the community as well. 

�Members of the 815th
chaired the Viking Challenge
run in early May. The 24-hour
relay run raised more than
$9,000 for the Travis Fisher
House. The 815th team placed
second. 

�Unit members built a Boy
Scout Camp by setting up tents
at Armijo High School.  

�The unit boasts several
airmen as part of the Travis
Elite Honor guard. One of our
officers, Capt. John Baquet, is
the new Honor Guard comman-
der. 

�Several individuals help
out with Homework Clubs in
local schools and regularly
assist the Travis Fisher House
and Opportunity House of
Vacaville with routine cleanups. 

�The 815th was a Depart-
ment of Defense active-duty
unit finalist for the 2000 Public
Service Excellence Award.

�The 815th fitness and
teamwork helped the unit cap-
ture the highly coveted Air
Mobility Operations Group
Commander’s Cup at the
AMOG Olympics this past year.
It was an extremely tight battle
with the other squadrons, but
Kilroy brought the unit over the
top. 

Rest assured that the men
and women of the 815th AMS
are “Fit to Fight” and ready to
answer the call of our nation!

815th AMS is ‘Fit to Fight’
During the last
year, the 815th
deployed to 21

countries in
support of

AMC’s mission.

VIEWPOINT
SMSgt. DDavid LLinnane

815th Air Mobility Squadron
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Tops in
Blue

60th Services Squadron

World-class entertainment
comes to the Creekwalk Plaza
in downtown Vacaville Tuesday
when Tops in Blue takes center

stage.
The premier

Air Force
entertainment
troupe will per-
form a free con-
cert at 8 p.m.
at Andrews
Park’s concert
stage. 

This is the
same location
as the summer
concert series

put on by the Vacaville Down-
town Merchants Association.

The audience is encouraged
to bring blankets and chairs for
the old-fashioned concert in the
park.

In addition to the 90-min-
utes of music and entertain-
ment, the audience will have a
chance to win prizes.  A draw-
ing will be held for a $200 shop-
ping spree at the Base
Exchange, provided by Tops in
Blue sponsor USPA&IRA.
Another lucky audience mem-
ber will receive a gift basket,
courtesy of downtown business-
es, valued at approximately
$200.

The performance features

Broadway, pop and dance music
of today and yesterday, spiced
up with a combination of love
songs and a heartfelt finale of
“God Bless the U.S.A.”

Tops in Blue, which is made
of 35 active-duty amateur tal-
ents, performs 125 shows
around the globe each year.
This tradition has existed since
its first world tour in 1953.

The official Tops in Blue web
site — www-p.afsv.af.mil — pro-
vides information about the
2001 schedule and how military
members can join the team.

The Tops in Blue show is
made possible, in part, by cor-
porate sponsorship from AT&T
and USPA&IRA..

Jammin’ in the park

Tops in Blue plays Vacaville



July 16
�911 medical emergency at Catton Ct.
�911 medical emergency at Dorm 1351. 
�Damage to private property at Cassidy Ct.
�AWOL apprehension at David Grant Medical Center.
�Minor vehicle accident at the Main Gate.
�Fraudulent identification at the Main Gate.

July 17
�911 fire emergency at 349th Air Mobility Wing.
�Damage to government property at Waldron St.
�Loud noise complaint at Travis Ave.
�Welfare check at David Grant Medical Center.
�Suicidal gestures at Broadway St.
�Theft of private property at the Base Exchange.
�Domestic disturbance at Maine St. 
�Fleeing apprehension at Vermont St.

July 18
�Theft of private property at Vermont St.
�Minor vehicle accident at BX Parking lot.
�Damage to private property at Vermont St.

July 19
�911 hang up at Collins Dr.
�Minor vehicle accident at BX parking lot
�Minor vehicle accident Dorm 1328 parking lot.
�Probation violation at Bradley Blvd.
�911 restraining order violation at Estes Ct.
�Suspicious activity at Texas St.

July 20
�Damage to government property at the Education Office.
�Civil arrest warrants at the Main Gate.
�Alarm activation at the Commissary.
�Minor vehicle accident at the Bowling Alley parking lot.
�Theft of private property at Dorm 1310. 
�Theft of government property at the Family Support Center.
�Theft of private property at Lodging.

July 21
�Loud noise complaint at Ellsworth Ave.
�Verbal altercation at Fitzgerald Dr.
�Physical altercation at Nevada St.
�Unlawful entry at Fairchild Dr.
�Curfew violation at Maine St.

July 22
�DUI at Offutt St.
�Vandalism at Maine St.
�Alarm activation at the BX.
�911 hang up at Nevada St.
�Alarm activation at the BX.
�911 Medical emergency at Lodging.
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HOMETOWN NEWS RELEASES
When something big happens in your military career, it’s worth

telling the folks back home. To learn how, call 424-2011.

PCSing Training
Reenlistments

Education

Promotions
Retirements Awards Medals

TRAVIS POLICE ACTIVITY BLOTTER
CRIME STOPPER

NEED A RIDE?

FFaaiirrffiieelldd TTaaxxii
(707) 422-5555

YYeellllooww CCaabb ooff VVaaccaavviillllee
(707) 446-1144

YYeellllooww CCaabb ooff SSaaccrraammeennttoo
(916) 442-4696

CCAALLLLIINNGG AA CCAABB IISS AA BBEETTTTEERR OOPPTTIIOONN TTHHAANN TTHHEE AALLTTEERRNNAATTIIVVEESS.

If you are in no condition to drive, use the Dial-a-Ride pro-
gram. Telephone numbers for participating taxi companies are:
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Energy tip
Use small fans, box fans or ceiling fans instead of the central
air conditioning unit when you plan to stay in one room for

an extended period of time.

DDrroowwnniinngg iiss oonnee ooff tthhee
lleeaaddiinngg ccaauusseess ooff ddeeaatthh
aammoonngg yyoouunnggsstteerrss iinn tthhee
UUnniitteedd SSttaatteess..

AA cchhiilldd uunnddeerr tthhee aaggee
ooff 44 iiss 1144 ttiimmeess mmoorree
lliikkeellyy ttoo ddiiee ffrroomm aa
sswwiimmmmiinngg ppooooll
rreellaatteedd mmiisshhaapp tthhaann
iinn aa mmoottoorr vveehhiiccllee
aacccciiddeenntt..

BBooaattiinngg aaccccii-
ddeennttss aaccccoouunntt

ffoorr 55 ppeerrcceenntt ooff tthhee
ddrroowwnniinngg ddeeaatthhss iinn tthhee UUnniitt-
eedd SSttaatteess ffoorr cchhiillddrreenn uunnddeerr
tthhee aaggee ooff 1155..

SSeevveennttyy ppeerrcceenntt ooff aallll
pprreesscchhoooolleerrss wwhhoo ddrroowwnn
aarree iinn tthhee ccaarree ooff oonnee oorr
bbootthh ppaarreennttss aatt tthhee ttiimmee ooff
tthhee ddrroowwnniinngg..

SOURCE:  American Academy of Pediatrics and Safe Kids Chart bby SSSgt. MMark DDiamond

Swim for your life
By SSgt. Alan Meris
60th Mission Support Squadron

Sun bathing, barbecuing,
swimming, water skiing and
boating — these are just some
of the activities we think about
during the summer.

But we should also think
about safety. 

Pools, lakes, ponds and
beaches can be exciting recre-
ation opportunities for many
families. Swimming and water
play offer cool relief during 100-
plus degrees weather.  But
water also can be dangerous for
children who are not aware of
its hazards.

To put a bit more emphasis
on the subject, the American
Academy of Pediatrics and Safe
Kids provides these statistics:

� Drowning is one of the
leading causes of death among
youngsters in the United
States;

� A child under the age of 4
is 14 times more likely to die
from a swimming pool related
mishap than in a motor vehicle
accident;

� One third of comatose
drowning victims will suffer
permanent brain damage;

� The majority of child
drowning deaths occur in apart-
ment or home swimming pools. 

� Boating accidents account
for 5 percent of the drowning
deaths in the United States for
children under age 15.

� Seventy percent of all
preschoolers who drown are in
the care of one or both parents
at the time of the drowning.

These statistics indicate why
it’s especially important to help
your child stay safe around the

water.
To keep your child safe in

and out of the water:
� Never leave a child unat-

tended in the water or pool area
for any reason. Don’t be dis-
tracted by doorbells, phone
calls, chores or conversations. If
you must leave the pool area,
take the child with you, making
sure the pool gate latches
securely when it closes.

�Always keep your eyes on
the child or children. Designate
a child watcher, whether you or
someone else, when you attend
a party or have friends or fami-
ly over.

� Talk with baby-sitters
about pool safety, supervision
and drowning prevention.

� Post rules such as “No
running,” “No pushing,” “No
dunking” and “Never swim
alone.” Enforce these rules.

� Don’t rely on swimming
lessons or “floaties” to protect
your children in the water.

�Don’t assume that drown-
ing or a drowning incident
could not happen to you or your
family.

� Don’t have a false sense of
security just because you think
your pool area and home are
secure.  Always watch children,
whether in the house or out-
side.

� Attend a CPR class, and
make sure your baby-sitter
knows CPR.  For the nearest
cardiopulmonary resuscitation
class, contact your fire depart-
ment, Red Cross or hospital. 

Be safe and strive to survive!

Drowning Prevention Tips:
1. There is no substitute for

adequate supervision.
2. Pools and spas are attrac-

tive to children, and children
must be kept away from them
in the absence of adequate
supervision. A fence, wall or
nature/artificial barrier should
completely enclose your pool or
spa.  All gates or doors leading
from the house to the pool area
should have a self-closing and
self-latching mechanism that
protects against unauthorized
entry and use.  The inside latch
should be above the reach of
toddlers or young children.

3. Check with your state or
local government to learn spe-
cific legal requirements con-
cerning fencing around pools
and spas. If your pool or spa is
indoors, lock the door to the
room or have a cover that locks,
to keep out children and other
unauthorized users.

4. Do not place objects —
such as chairs or tables — near
the pool or spa fence.  They
could allow a child to climb over
the fence.

5. A clear view of the pool or
spa from the house should be
assured by removing vegetation
and other obstacles.

6. If you use a pool or spa
cover, carefully read and follow
the directions for safe installa-
tion, use and maintenance.
Completely remove the cover
before using your pool or spa, to
avoid the possibility of anyone
— especially a small child —
being trapped.

Travis sergeant outlines safety in the water
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By Gerry J. Gilmore
American Forces Press Service 

WASHINGTON — Under a new law that became
effective July 2, the State Department now requires
both parents’ consent to obtain passports and visas for
overseas travel of children under age 14. 

The intent of the law is to lessen the chance that
parents can abduct their children and use U.S. pass-
ports to escape with them overseas, said John Hotchn-
er, acting managing director of the U.S. State Depart-
ment’s Office of Passport Services. He said the State
Department working on about 1,000 overseas child
abduction cases. 

The law affects servicemembers, who are required to
secure passports for spouses and children accompany-
ing them to overseas duty stations, Hotchner remarked
in a July 17 interview with the American Forces Infor-
mation Service. Servicemembers themselves do not
require passports, he added, because they fall under
military Status of Forces Agreements. 

Department of Defense civilians, Hotchner noted,
are required to secure passports for themselves and
nonmilitary family members who will be accompanying

them to overseas duty assignments. 
He said both parents must now sign children’s pass-

port application forms, unless one parent is unavail-
able because of geographical separation, divorce or
other circumstances. In this case, Hotchner said, the
parent applying for a child’s passport needs a
signed, nonnotarized letter or statement
from the absent parent that provides
permission to take the child or chil-
dren overseas. 

Hotchner said he has already heard
of instances where permission letters
were faxed from overseas. 

Separated or divorced military or DoD
civilians with sole custody agreements
shouldn’t have a problem obtaining pass-
ports for their children under the new law,
Hotchner said. 

“It is fairly easy if there is a custody order. If
one parent has sole custody, then consent from
the other parent isn’t necessary,” he said. 

Hotchner said the new law complements an existing
program that allows parents concerned about possible
abduction to register a child under age 18 with the

State Department’s Office of Children’s Issues. The cus-
todial parent files a copy of the (sole) custody order
with the State Department. Should the noncustodial
parent then apply for a passport, it would not be
issued, he said. 

Ultimately, Hotchner said, the parents them-
selves must resolve issues affecting their children’s
passports. 

“We’ll take a look at any kind of documenta-
tion that an individual parent wants to submit
that will help to overcome the presumption
that there should be a second parent signing
the passport application,” he said. 

In those instances when one of the par-
ents simply won’t consent or participate in
the process, “then, they’ll have to work it
out between themselves and, if necessary,

resort to the courts to get it settled,” Hotchn-
er said. A court-sanctioned custody agreement

between separated or divorced parents can award cus-
tody to an individual parent and require that the cou-
ple work out travel arrangements, Hotchner said. For
instance, he noted, it can be written to prevent a child
from going abroad without both parents’ permission. 

Law cchanges ffor cchildren’s ppassport 
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Military Personnel and Immediate Family
To reach members of your family in times of emergency need,

call the American Red Cross Armed Forces 
Emergency Service Center toll-free at (877) 272-7337.

American Red Cross

TRICARE news service

TRICARE has new toll-
free telephone numbers,
which are staffed by experts
who can help beneficiaries
find out about TRICARE,
TRICARE for Life, the TRI-
CARE Senior Pharmacy Pro-
gram and TRICARE Prime
Remote for active duty and
their family members. The
new telephone numbers
greatly expand TRICARE’s
communications efforts.

� TRICARE General Info
and Senior Pharmacy Pro-
gram: (877) 363-6337

� TRICARE for Life pro-
gram: (888) 363-5433

� TRICARE Prime
Remote for active duty and
their family members pro-
gram: (888) 363-2273

� Hearing or speech-
impaired beneficiaries may
call TTY/TDD: (877) 535-
6778

A separate beneficiary card
is not required to receive
health benefits under TRI-
CARE for Life.  The Uni-
formed Services Identifica-
tion card and Medicare card
are all that’s needed for
Medicare to pay first and
TRICARE to pay second on
claims starting Oct. 1, 2001.

Within the next couple of

months, potentially eligible
beneficiaries will receive a
TRICARE for Life package
that will include an informa-
tion card, letter, benefit com-
parison chart, brochure, a
survey form and return enve-
lope for notifying TRICARE
of an intent to cancel other
health insurance. The infor-
mation card is not needed to
access care. The card is a
handy TRICARE for Life ref-
erence for patients and your
doctors.

All TRICARE beneficiaries
should have up-to-date infor-
mation in the Defense
Enrollment Eligibility
Reporting System. Eligible
beneficiaries must have the
most accurate family and
beneficiary data in DEERS.
Eligible beneficiaries may
update addresses in DEERS
by:

� Visiting local personnel
offices that have an ID card
facility. You can search online
for the location of the nearest
ID card issuing office at
www.dmdc.osd.mil/rsl/

� Calling the Defense
Manpower Data Center Sup-
port Office Telephone Center
at (800) 538-9552. 

� Faxing address changes
to (831) 655-8317

� Mailing the change
information to the 
DSO, Attn: COA,
400 Gigling Road
Seaside, CA 93955-6771
� Visiting a military

treatment facility 
� Emailing information to

addrinfo@osd.pentagon.mil

New numbers improve 
TRICARE communications

Hours of operation (all times
Eastern) are:
Monday to Friday 8 
a.m. to 11p.m.
Saturday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Sunday 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Closed on holidays 
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Art display
Melanie Maddox Olson, a

member of the Vacaville Art
League, is displaying examples
of her work at the Mitchell
Memorial Library through Mon-
day.  For more information, call
424-3279.

ACSC recruitment
Recruitment for the upcom-

ing Air Command and Staff Col-
lege classroom seminar has
begun.  The 2002 seminar will
meet from August to June 2002
for three hours each week.
Applications may be obtained
from the Base Education Center
and should be submitted by
Tuesday.  In addition to the

classroom seminar, a cyber-sem-
inar format and a correspon-
dence version are also available.
For more information, contact
Kate Haworth at 424-1727.

AFA/AFROTC briefs
The deadline for applications

to enter the Air Force Academy
is Jan. 31, 2002.  The deadline
for AFROTC is Oct. 15.  Repre-
sentatives from the AFA and
AFROTC will be on hand to
answer questions Aug. 3 at 10
a.m. at the Education Center,
Bldg. 249.  This is an opportuni-
ty to find out more about these
commissioning opportunities.
For more information, call 424-
1727.

Ballet recital
The Youth Center Russian-

style ballet class is looking for
dancers for its winter recital -
“Sleeping Beauty.”  The recital
is scheduled for Dec. 21, but
dancers should sign up now for
training classes at the Youth
Center.  Classes are Tuesdays
and Thursdays for ages 5 and
older.  For more information,
call 424-5392.

CCAF degree
The final day for the Com-

munity College of the Air Force
to accept degree nominations
for the October class is Aug. 31.
For more information, call the
Education Center at 424-3444.

Monday
▼Briefings at the Family

Support Center for sseeppaarraattiinngg
aanndd rreettiirriinngg mmiilliittaarryy members:
VA benefits from 10 a.m. to
noon and vocational rehabilita-
tion group counseling from 1 to
3 p.m.  Call 424 - 2486.

Tuesday
▼Bundles ‘n’ books for

bbaabbiieess ccllaassss from 10 to 11:30
a.m. at the FSC.  Attendees
receive a layette and a Time-
Life book about baby’s first year
at the end of the class.  Call
424 - 2486.

Wednesday
▼WWIICC representatives will

be at the FSC from 8:30 a.m. to
4 p.m.

Thursday
▼WWIICC representatives will

be at the FSC from 8:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. 

▼SSppoouussee eemmppllooyymmeenntt oorrii-
eennttaattiioonn, 9 a.m. to noon for
newly arrived spouses.  Learn
about employment and career
development programs at the
FSC.  Bolt Staffing Services will
be available to discuss local job
opportunities.  Call 424 - 2486.

August 7
▼RReessuummee wwrriittiinngg wwoorrkksshhoopp

from 8 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at
the FSC.  Call 424 - 2486.

▼BBuuddggeettiinngg aanndd ccrreeddiitt ccllaassss
from 9 to 11 a.m. at the FSC.
Call 424 - 2486.

August 9
▼Ultimate jjoobb sseeaarrcchh ffoorr

PPCCSSiinngg ssppoouusseess from 8 a.m. to
noon.  Learn job search tech-
niques for relocating spouses:
develop or update resumes and
long distance marketing plan,
contact career counselors at
new duty station.  Call 424 -
2486.

▼WWIICC representatives will
be at the FSC from 8:30 a.m. to
4 p.m.

▼HHoommee bbuuyyiinngg sseemmiinnaarr
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the
FSC.  Call 424 - 2486.

▼UUnnddeerrssttaannddiinngg DDeeaatthh aanndd
DDyyiinngg ccllaassss at the FSC from 10
a.m. to noon.  Gain personal
awareness and find answers to
questions you have, but don't
ask.  Obtain tools to deal with
life tragedies.  Call 424 - 2486.

All month
▼The FSC is seeking maga-

zines to use in the September
Life History Collage Workshop.
Drop off magazines at the FSC
or call 424 - 2486.

FSC EVENTS

TRAVIS COMMUNITY EVENTS

Services
Catholic

Monday through Friday, 11: 30 a.m.,
communion service or  Mass, Chapel
Center.

Saturday, 4 to 4:45 p.m., confessions,
Chapel One.

Saturday Mass, 5 p.m., Chapel One.
Sunday Mass, 9 a.m., Chapel One.
Sunday, 9 a.m, children’s liturgy of the

Word, Chapel One.
Sunday Mass, 12:30 p.m., Chapel Center.

Protestant
Friday, noon, 30-minute worship service,

David Grant Medical Center Chapel.
Sunday, 8 a.m., community, praise &

worship service, Chapel Center.
Sunday, 10:30 a. m., community worship

service, Chapel Center.
Sunday, 11 a.m., community Gospel

service, Chapel One.
Jewish

First Fridays, 7 p.m., Sabbath service,
Chapel Center.

Third Saturdays, 10 a.m., Sabbath
service, Chapel Center.

Religious Education
Protestant

Sunday, 8 & 10:30 a.m., Children’s
Church, 4- to 8-year-olds, Chapel Center.

Sunday, 11 a.m., Children’s Church, 4- to
8-year-olds, Chapel One.

Sunday school 9:15 to 10:20 a.m., RE
Wing, Chapel Center.

Fourth Saturdays, 9 a.m. to noon, Kid’s
Junction, ages 3 to 11, Chapel Center.
Catholic

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m., OCIA, Chapel Center
Wednesday, 5:30 p.m., 1st-8th grade

Catholic Faith Formation, RE Wing, Chapel
Center.

Sunday, 11 a.m., 9th to 12th grade
Confirmation Preparation, RE Wing, Chapel
Center.
Wicca

Monday,  6:30 p.m., education classes,
RE Wing, Chapel Center.

Youth Groups
Catholic

Thursday, 6 to 8 p.m., L.I.G.H.T. 9th -
12th grade youth group, Chapel One.
Protestant

Sunday, 4 to 5 p.m., "Teens for Christ,"
6th to 12th grade, Chapel Center annex.

Monday, 6 to 7 p.m., “Community Teens
For Christ,” 12- to 18-year-olds, Chapel
One annex.

Other Groups
Protestant

Second Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Community
Young Adult Group, Chapel One annex.

Second Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Protestant
Women of the Chapel, Chapel Center.

Third Tuesdays, 7 p.m., Protestant Men
of the Chapel, Chapel One.

Fridays, 12:30 p.m., Protestant Women
of the Chapel, Chapel Center.

First Saturdays, 8 a.m., Protestant Men
of the Chapel, Chapel One.

Fourth Saturdays, 6:30 p.m., Community
Young Adult Group, Chaplain Sander’s
home on base.

Inside Out
Sundays, 6:30 p.m., rock and praise-

style worship. Chapel One.

CHAPEL

PPiizzzzaa BBuuffffeett:: Come try out the All-U-Care - to-Eat Evening Buffet
from 5 to 8 p.m. today at the Pizzeria. Enjoy a variety of pizza, pasta,
dessert items and much more. The $6.95 cost includes a soda. Call
424-0976.

Today — ▲  The Travis Prize
Patrol will be at the Pizzeria from
5 to 7 p.m.  Prizes include, a Mil-
lennium Edition Coke light, a
Sprint $10 PhoneCard, Services
coupons, a case of Coke and a
free oil change from Du Pratt
Ford.  Enjoy the Pizzeria’s All-U-
Care - to-Eat Evening Buffet and
receive an ATWIND game piece.
The $6.95 cost includes a soda.
Call 424-0976.

Today & Aug. 1, 10, 15,
24 and 29 — ▲  Come try out
the All-U-Care - to-Eat Evening
Buffet from 5 to 8 p.m. at the
Pizzeria.  Enjoy a variety of pizza,
pasta, dessert items and much
more.  The $6.95 cost includes a
soda.  Reserve the Pizzeria’s party
room (seats 16) or enjoy a meal
on the outdoor patio.  The Pizze-
ria will also deliver pizza free
between 5 to 9 p.m. with an $8
purchase.  Call 424-0976.

Saturday — ▲  Visit China-
town without driving.  Come
experience this city within a city
with Information, Tickets and
Tours!  This trip from 9 a.m. to 6
p.m. will enter Chinatown
through the “Dragon’s Gate” of
this unique part of San Francisco.
Explore exotic shops, renowned
restaurants, food markets, tem-
ples and small museums.  Buy
ancient potions from herb shops,
relax and enjoy a “dim sun”
lunch, or witness the making of
fortune cookies.  The $10 cost
covers transportation only.  Call
424-5659.

Tuesday — ▲  Experience
“The Magic of Music” during the
Tops in Blue’s free evening per-
formance at 8 p.m. at the Creek-
walk in Andrews Park in Vacav-
ille.  For more information, call

Tim Wible at 424 - 4776.
Aug. 1, 8 15, 22 & 27 — ▲

Visit the Travis Rod and Gun
Club from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. for
an introductory course on gun
safety for beginners and earn
one ATWIND game piece per
participant.  There is no cost.
Call 424-5240.

Aug. 8 & 9 — ▲  Take the
whole family to see the Northern
California Conservatory’s stage
production of “Annie Jr.”  Mati-
nee and evening performances
will be offered at 2 and 7 p.m.
both days at the base theater.
Advance tickets are available at
ITT and the Youth Center.  Prices
are $3 for evening and $2 for

matinee performances.  Families
of four or more can attend one
of the evening shows for only
$10.  For more details, call San-
dra Latchford at 424-5392.

All month — ▲  All
squadron booster clubs at Travis
are encouraged to staff the Ser-
vices snack trailer, which will be
located at the Travis Skate Park,
during peak hours and week-
ends.  Clubs will be required to
provide their own inventory
including candy, soda and other
items.  Anyone interested in
participating can call Clyde Snif-
fen at 424 - 2729.

——6600tthh SSeerrvviicceess SSqquuaaddrroonn 

ABOUT TRAVIS
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Darily Republic liaison

A dog’s life ain’t what it
used to be.  It’s gotten better
— especially for the nine
military working dogs
assigned to the 60th
Security Forces
Squadron kennel.

Kennel master
TSgt. Michael
Casares, his eight
dog handlers and
two trainers not
only care for the
dogs but trust
them with

their
lives.

That’s because if one of the dogs at Travis is called out on
the job, it’s usually for one of two reasons — to sniff out
the presence of drugs or explosives.

“Military working dogs train differently than civilian
police dogs,” Casares said.  “Our primary goal is detec-
tion.  For example: If the president is visiting, a military
dog will be brought in to sweep the area, checking for
explosives.”

Casares goes on to explain that because of the liability
issues that civilian law enforcement agencies face, their
dog handlers’ primary concern is canine obedience, using
the dogs primarily for handler protection.

With this in mind, the Travis handlers had no idea
what they might be asked to do when they entered their
first K-9 competition against civilian law agencies.  How-
ever, this past June, two of the Travis canines were
entered in a Sacramento competition.  The Sacremento
County Sheriff ’s Department, hosts for the event, invited
approximately 36 working-dog organizations to the week-
end competition.

Being the only military unit invited to compete, and
the fact that civilian and military organizations

train with different goals in mind, left the
Travis dog handlers wondering what to

expect in their first outing.
SrA Ernie Owens with his dog

Arko, and SrA Armando
Salazar with his dog

Dino, made a fine
showing in their

first competi-
tion.

“We didn’t know exactly what we would be asked to
do,” Owens said.  “But, we know what our dogs can do,
and that’s all that matters.”

And what their dogs can do is pretty impressive.
Given seven minutes to clear a room of all possible explo-
sives — with points deducted for false sets (the attitude a
dog takes to indicate detection), and 25 points awarded
for each correct response — the team placed second and
third.

Salazar, who handles second-place-finisher Dino, has
been with the 4-year-old German shepherd since Novem-
ber 2000.  Arko is a younger shepherd, only 2 years old,
but Owens says he shows great promise.  They’ve been
together since February.  The handlers had only two
months of preparation time, in between their busy work
schedule, to get the dogs into competition shape.  

The second day of the event brought stiffer competi-
tion from the civilian sector when the handlers were
asked to demonstrate their dog’s skills in the areas of
handler protection, search and detection, agility, off-leash
obedience and obstacle course maneuvering.

Owens, who also handled dogs while stationed at
Ramstein AB, Germany, thinks that Travis’ participation
in games such as these is a good idea.

“It gives us a chance to see how civilians train their
animals,” he said.  “We can share ideas and techniques.”

Casares is already thinking about the future.  “We’ll
be better prepared for the next one,” he says.

The next one is just around the corner.  The Travis
team plans to enter Dino and Arko, along with one other
dog, in the California Highway Patrol 2001 K-9 Chal-
lenge, to take place Aug. 3 and 4 at the CHP Academy,

3500 Reed Ave. in West Sacramento.
“It would be great if a lot of people from the

base showed up to support us,” Salazar said.
“The more they support us, the more competi-
tions we might get to enter.”

The competitions are important in many
ways according to Casares.  In his own words:
“These competitions help us to interact with
outside [law enforcement] agencies, picking up
and sharing training tips, but just as impor-
tantly it keeps up the motivation of the han-
dlers and trainers.”

Salazar agrees, saying, “Everyone in the ken-
nel wants to get ‘Top Dog’ [for the unit].”

For Owens it’s about more than just being
recognized in the squadron.  As a member of the

Western State Police Canine Association, Owens is
able to rack up points toward becoming Top Dog of the

year for the SPCA, though he admits that goal may take
him a couple of years to achieve.

SSgt. Earl Wormley, a senior dog trainer, explains yet
another goal the unit has in mind.

“We want to host our own competition,” he said, noting
that Travis has a better training facility than most of its
civilian counterparts.  He went on to say, “We want to
return the favor and invite the agencies that have invited
us.  We already invite outside organizations to joint train
with us; we want to take it a step up and host a competi-
tion.”

“We should do very well in the next competition,”
Casares said.  “Its focus is on narcotics detection.  We can
work the dogs faster and don’t have to be as careful —
drugs don’t blow up like explosives do, you know.”

Story and photos by Michael T. Moseley

BITETaking a
out of 

com



TURE July 227, 22001 ◆◆ TAILWIND 15

the
mpetition

((FFaarr lleefftt,, ttoopp)), Arko, a 2-year-old German
shepherd, under the control of handler SrA
Ernie Owens, attacks a heavily-padded
trainer, SSgt. Earl Wormley, as the
“suspect” flees arresting officers.  “Even
though this is a thick suit, their teeth
sometimes get through,” Wormley said.
((FFaarr lleefftt,, bboottttoomm)), Dino, the 4-year-old
shepherd handled by SrA Armando
Salazar, goes for the weapon arm of this
would-be attacker (played by Wormley).
Exercises like these help teach the dogs
handler protection skills.  ((AAbboovvee)), Dino
traverses one of the most treacherous of all
obstacles for a dog to cross; a swinging
bridge.  The unsteady footing tends to
spook most dogs, but not these K-9
professionals.  (LLeefftt), Arko demonstrates
his ability to surmount an obstacle such as
a pyramid of oil drums.  (LLoowweerr lleefftt),
Salazar releases Dino at the foot of a steep
flight of stairs.  Obstacles like these help
Travis’ military working dogs learn to go
boldly wherever the danger may be.
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New officer career
field facilitates AEF
By SSgt. A.J. Bosker
Air Force Print News 

WASHINGTON — The Air
Force will soon combine the
supply, transportation and
logistics plans officer career
fields into a single logistics
readiness officer career field. 

This initiative, part of the
ongoing implementation of
the Chief of Staff ’s Logistics
Review, will give officers an
opportunity to learn a bigger
logistics picture far earlier in
their careers and will facili-
tate the service operating as
an aerospace expeditionary
force, said Lt. Gen. Michael E.
Zettler, deputy chief of staff
for installations and logistics
at the Pentagon.

“This new career field will
allow our officers to grow into
more responsible jobs in the
Air Force,” Zettler said. “But,
more importantly, in a joint or
combined arena, this back-
ground will give our officers a
full grasp of how the Air Force
does its logistics business, and
they will be better able to
articulate that to the
joint/combined component
commanders.

“Logistics is a very sophisti-
cated warfighting skill set
that needs to be understood
completely,” he said.

Zettler stressed its impor-
tance in the expeditionary
aerospace force.

“Our people need the skills
to have us ready to go, to
facilitate us moving to where
we need to go, and then pro-
vide support to the deployed
force through the reach-back
concept,” he said.

“People don’t really under-
stand just how complicated
this is,” he said. “Unlike
maintaining hardware, there
is nothing concrete to see,
there are no technical orders
or Dash-6 inspections to help
develop guidelines for these
requirements. It is entirely
based on policy, procedures
and processes adapted to the
particular situational need. It
must flow sequentially or you
will have deploying aircraft,
airmen and supplies strung
out all around the world that
aren’t supportable.”

Zettler sees the combina-
tion of the three career fields
as a way to overcome these
obstacles.

“Ultimately, the Air Force
will have one school house
teaching all of these skills to
the new accessions to produce
an officer who is familiar with

the supply, transportation and
the logistics plans pieces of
the equation,” Zettler said.

There is a lot of work that
still needs to be done and is
committed to taking this step
slowly so nothing is missed
and no one gets lost along the
way, he said.

“I am aware of the appre-
hension this is causing for
some in the field,” he said.
“We are spending a lot of time
on the road talking to people
and informing them about the
coming change.

“On one specific concern, I
want to personally assure the
officers who are worried about
their opportunity to command
that, given the current demo-
graphics of the Air Force, our
most severe shortages are in
field grade officers,” Zettler
said. “There will be ample
opportunities, even if we
reduce the number of
squadrons by combining the
supply and transportation
squadrons, for good officers to
receive a command assign-
ment.

“When we get into the CLR
test period in the August/Sep-
tember timeframe, some of
our people will shift hats to
provisional squadrons,” he
said. “That’ll be our first
opportunity to have officers
working in a combined supply,
transportation and, in some
cases, logistics plans squadron
environment. I am confident
our professionals will give us
a fair and unbiased test from
which we can make a value
judgment on what to proceed
with, when to do it, and what
additional work is needed to
make this implementation a
success.”

“Our people need
the skills to have
us ready to go, to

facilitate us moving
to where we need

to go, and then
provide support to
the deployed force
through the reach-

back concept.”

Lt. Gen. Michael E. Zettler
Deputy Chief of Staff for installations and logistics
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